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THE METROPOLITAN MUSEUM ADDITIONS. 
T N April last the Legislature voted an appropriation of $350,000 out of 
-l the annual tax levy of this city for the extension of the Metropolitan 
Museum building in Central Park. Application was at once made for the 
payment to the Trustees of $162,000, the sum to be allotted for the pres- 
ent year, and work upon the extension will be begun this fall. The addi- 
tions will be so extensive and important that a brief sketch like the present 
one can scarcely do justice to them. It will serve, however, to convey a 
general idea of what the result will be. 

The extension of the building will be to the south, and will complete 
its growth in that direction, the Park Commissioners having limited the 
allowance of space lo that which will be occupied by the new structure 
and its extensive approaches. The space lo the north is not, however, 
so narrowly restricted, and there is liberal room for additions in that direc- 
tion as they may become necessary. The present additions will extend 
1 18 feet to the south of the existing structure, with a grand entrance facing 
the south. This, which will be the main entrance of the future, will be 
approached by a carriage-way and a foot-road, the latter terminating at a 
roomy platform and the former in a broad sweep with steps leading up to 
the portal. The width of the south front will correspond with the depth 
of the present building, and in the area covered by its roof, it will be about 
one-third larger than the parent edifice. 

The new building will enclose a courtyard, with a main exhibition floor, 
lighted from the side, and a gallery above lighted by skylights. The east 
and west exhibition rooms and galleries will be 53 feet wide by 86 in 
length. The southern portion will measure 40 feet in width by 1 1 1 feet in 
length. At each corner, east and west, will be a pavilion 56x30 feet in 
area. The second or gallery floor will contain rooms for the directors, 
the library and an office, which will be located above and on either 
side of the entrance. The galleries themselves will be divided into smaller 
galleries for the reception of special or individual collections. Except for 
the space occupied by the rooms above mentioned, the area of this floor 
will be about the same as the lower one. .' 

The lighting of the lower floor will be by side windows, ten feet in 
height. Below them will be a wall space eight feet in height, for the dispo- 
sition of cabinets. The whole of this floor will be devoted to the display 
oflhe cabinet collections. Connecting the south front with the present 
building will be a gallery crossing the court. This gallery will be 24 feet 
wide by 68 in length, swelling at its inner end to a bay 33 feet wide. From 
its position, directly opposite the entrance, the visitor will have a view 
across the south room and through it of over a hundred feet. There will 
lie other connections between the additions and the existing building by 
doorways in the east and west wings, provisions having been made for 
them in the original walls. These doorways will be repeated on the gal- 
leiy floor, which will have no other means of communication with the old 
building. 

The basement floor will be devoted exclusively to the service of the 
Museum. An entrance for wagons by a subway under the drive at the 
main entrance, will permit the delivery of objects within the precincts of 
the building. There will be no other place of delivery or departure, so 
that the labor of reception and the more serious duty of guarding against 
the unlicensed removal of objects will be much simplified and facilitated. 
An elevator which will accommodate fifty passengers, and which will carry 
ten tons of freight if necessary, will facilitate the transportation of ponder- 
ous objects to the upper floors. This elevator will be II feet square, and 
will run in a shaft at the right of the connecting gallery, at its point of 
departure from the south room. 

In its external character, the new building will be Roman Doric. The 
material used in its construction will be Baltimore brick, with facings of 
granite, the columns in the deeply embayed windows and at the doorways 
being of polished granite. The larger upper spaces of the front walls will 
bz relieved by reliefs carved in situ, and provisions are to be made for the 
introduction of bronze medallions and panels as occasion may offer. The 
gutter line will be broken by a running ornament in terra cotta, and the 
roof, of slate and glass, will have an ornamental peak railing of iron. 

In its general scheme this plan is a wide departure from or rather a great 
modification of that of the original architects of the museum. We subjoin 
the ground plan furnished by Messrs. Calvert Vaux and J. W. Mould, the 



architects of the existing structure, and that of Mr. Theodore Weston, in 
whose hands the proposed enlargement rests. Messrs. Vaux and Mould 
projected a vast series of galleries enclosing open court" yards. The 
building they put up, it will be observed, is a very small portion of their 
splendid plan, and not an adherence to it. The addiiions of Mr. Weston 
change the face of the building from the west, where it at present is, to 
the south. The transition from the Elizabethan Gothic style of the 
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present building to the Roman Doric of the one which is to be, is 
adroitly managed, on paper at least. As now proposed, any further addi- 
tions which may be made to the north and east, in both of which direc- 
tions there is ample room, will be executed upon the same plan as the 
present en'argem^nt, so that in time the. existing building will be aim 1st 
entirely absorbed, and its individuality lost. 



There are going to be some important auction sales in this city during 
the season. The Morgan collection is only one of several which represent 
a great deal of money, and which will be thrown upon the market. There 
will be few American pictures among those put upon the block, and the 
greater number of the foreign ones will bring prices suggestive of a 
vulgar old adage about a person of deficient intelligence and his cash 
capital. 

An art student's paper out West wants to know what criticism is worth. 
Criticism is worth a great deal more to art than it gets general credit for, 
provided it is unprejudiced, disinterested and intelligent. But good and 
bid criticism are alike worthless to those who know so much that they 
have nothing more to learn. 

A "patent grass an! foliage brush" is advertised. If the ingenious 
inventor would only devote his ingenuity to inventing a brush to paint 
pictures and a device for selling them when they are painted, he would 
make his own fortune as well as those of a good many " artists," male and 
female, the world over. 
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